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Good afternoon. My name is Amanda Schnetzer, and | am executive director of the
Dallas Committee on Foreign Relations.

It is my pleasure to welcome all of you—members of the Dallas Committee,
distinguished guests, and our honored speaker, Dr. Manouchehr Ganji to today’s
program.

Founded in 1987, the Dallas Committee on Foreign Relations is a membership
organization of senior leaders in business, government, and academia who share an active
commitment to Dallas’s engagement in international affairs.

For almost twenty years the Dallas Committee has provided a unique forum for its
members to hear speeches and engage in thoughtful discussion with leading international
voices.

Today, we are proud to host this special and timely program featuring Dr. Manouchehr
Ganji, who has devoted more than 40 years of his life to the cause of human rights and
fundamental freedoms around the world and—since the Revolution of 1979—for his
native country of Iran.

At this time, it is my pleasure to invite to the podium the Honorable Robert W. Jordan,
who will offer a more fitting introduction of our speaker.

As most of you know, Bob Jordan is a senior partner at the law firm of Baker Botts. He
also serves as president of the Dallas Committee on Foreign Relations, where he has
given generously of his time and talents to the work of the organization for the past two
years. For that we count ourselves lucky and are sincerely grateful.

From October 2001 to October 2003, Bob Jordan faithfully served his country as U.S.
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia. He took charge of his Mission at the U.S. Embassy in
Riyadh in the wake of the September 11 terrorist attacks that radically affected U.S.-
Saudi relations.

As ambassador, Bob Jordan worked closely with senior Saudi and American leaders to
enlist support for removing the Taliban from Afghanistan, liberating the Iragi people, and
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promoting the Middle East peace process. He also worked closely with President Bush
and Secretary of State Colin Powell in matters such as the historic presidential summit
meetings in Crawford, Texas, and Sharm EIl Sheikh, Egypt.

Owing to his leadership and public service during one of the most critical periods of our
nation’s history—and knowing his deep and abiding commitment to the principles of
freedom rooted in our nation’s founding—I can think of no better person to introduce our
special guest and distinguished speaker today.

Bob, will you please come to the podium?

Introduction of Dr. Manouchehr Ganji
The Honorable Robert W. Jordan
Dallas Committee on Foreign Relations
October 25, 2006

Like Amanda, | want to thank everyone for taking the time to be with us today for this
important program.

| also would like to take a moment to acknowledge some of the distinguished members of
our audience:

§ Admiral Thomas Hayward, Former Chief of U.S. Naval Operations and Member
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

§ Mr. Herbert Hunt of the PetroHunt Group
§ Ms. Jan Hart Black, President of the Greater Dallas Chamber of Commerce
§ Dr. Reid Lyon, Former Education Advisor to the White House
We are delighted that you could join us.
I would like to extend a very special welcome to the members of Dr. Ganji’s family who

are with us today, including his lovely daughter-in-law Azi as well as his son—and my
close friend and colleague— Darab Ganiji.
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It is my distinct pleasure today to introduce Dr. Manouchehr Ganji, secretary general
of the Organization for Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms for Iran and
author of Defying The Iranian Revolution.

To introduce Dr. Ganji, | would like to begin with a quotation from another distinguished
voice of freedom of our time: former Czech president Vaclav Havel. As he wrote back in
1999:

I have often asked myself why human beings have any rights at all. I always
come to the conclusion that human rights, human freedoms, and human
dignity have their deepest roots somewhere outside the perceptible world.
These values are as powerful as they are because, under certain
circumstances, people accept them without compulsion and are willing to die
for them.

For more than 27 years, Dr. Manoucher Ganji has risked his life in the service of human
rights, human freedoms, and human dignity for his native Iran. He has survived several
known attempts on his life by the mullah regime and stands before us today as a beacon
of hope for those in Iran and other countries around the globe who struggle for the most
basic of political rights and civil liberties.

Dr. Manoucher Ganji was serving as Minister of Education under the Shah when the
regime fell in the Revolution of 1979. Since escaping six months later, Dr. Ganji has
devoted most of his life to the liberation of Iran as founder and leader of the Flag of
Freedom Organization of Iran and the Organization for Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms for Iran.

Educated in Europe and the United States in international law, Dr. Ganji became the
United Nations’ first Special Rapporteur on the question of Apartheid and Racial
Discrimination in South Africa. After returning to Tehran in the mid 1960s, he became
Dean of the Faculty of Law and Political Science of Tehran University and later Minister
of Education under the Shah.

Two weeks prior to the 1979 Revolution, Dr. Ganji’s wife and children abruptly left Iran
and moved to the United States. Although the Khomeini regime announced that he had
been executed, Dr. Ganji in fact escaped on foot via Turkey.

Now residing in Washington, DC, Dr. Ganji works tirelessly to bring global attention to
the systematic violations of human rights in Iran. He has especially worked to orchestrate
a campaign of political defiance by advocating a non-violent, civil disobedience
movement against the regime.
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A prolific writer in English, Farsi, and French, Dr. Ganji’s most recent book—and the
subject of today’s program—is Defying the Iranian Revolution: From a Minister to the
Shah to a Leader of Resistance.

Published by Praeger in 2003, Defying the Iranian Revolution examines:
§ How the 1979 revolution was consummated
§ What it has meant to Iranians and the rest of the world
§ And how the democratic opposition has made steady progress over the years.

In the book, Dr. Ganiji also presents a powerful indictment of the country’s mullah regime
as a supporter of militant Islam, international terrorism, and hatred of the United States.

Here to share his insights with us, in his own words, is Dr. Manouchehr Ganji.

Please join me in giving him a very warm Dallas welcome.
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Iran and Iranians deserve to be Free

By: Dr. Manouchehr Ganji
October 25, 2006
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Thank you Mr. Ambassador.

First of all let me say how happy | am to be here in Dallas amongst you. Ambassador
Jordan, thank you for that very kind introduction and for organizing this distinguished
gathering. | would also like to take this opportunity and commend you for your service as
Ambassador of the United States to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during very challenging
times — a position which you performed with high honor. | would also like to thank the
Dallas Committee on Foreign Relations and its Executive Director Mrs. Amanda Schnetzer
for her kind words and all her efforts in organizing this event.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends,

It is a great pleasure to be with you in Dallas today to discuss the timely issue of the
freedom movement in Iran which my book, Defying the Iranian Revolution is mostly devoted to.

My family and | have a great affinity towards this city and its people. We lived here for
many years and have many wonderful friends in this hospitable state — many of whom are
here today. My wife has been put to rest in Dallas. My son, Darab and daughter-in-law Azi
and their family, whom many of you know, currently live in Dallas. It is indeed a pleasure to
be home amongst all of you here today.

Over ten years ago at a very balanced conference on Iran, organized here in Dallas by
the Petro-Hunt Group and the Southern Methodist University’s Institute for the Study of
Earth and Man, in a speech titled Iran’s Future: Impacts on the US and the West, | outlined two
possible scenarios for the future of Iran. Unfortunately, in the ensuing ten years, due to the
deceitful nature of the ruling clerics — or mullahs — and the lack of a concerted and effective
policy on Iran by the United States and other Western democracies, the grim scenario has
been playing out.

As we are harshly reminded everyday by the ever increasing Iranian regime inspired
and supported insurgency and bombings in Irag, and increased violence in Afghanistan,
today militant Islamic fundamentalism constitutes the biggest danger to world peace and
security. The Islamic Republic of Iran is the birthplace and backbone of radical militant
Islamic fundamentalist ideology. Since inception in 1979, it has served as a fertile breeding
ground for belligerent fanatical Islam. Iran under the ruling clerics has broken practically
every rule of civilized international conduct and has been the primary instigator of terrorism
and mischief around the world.

Ironically this is taking place in a country that has very deep-rooted and strong
humanitarian traditions. In fact, as | describe in my last three books, Defying the Iranian
Revolution, The Hidden Fire and Etre Persan, the Islamic Republic is a temporary aberration in
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Iran’s long humanitarian culture and civilization that has given birth to many great
philosophers and poets such as Molana, Saadi, Hafez, Khayam and Avi Sina. | have no
doubt that my compatriots, who are risking their lives on a daily basis in defying this
notorious regime, will enter tomorrow’s bright new era determined to preserve their rich
cultural heritage and take long strides to catch-up with the modern world.

Today, however, Iranians live under a dictatorship, pure and simple. All three
branches of the government are offshoots of the Supreme-Religious Leader who holds
office for life and whose only competence to rule is based on the absurd fallacy that he has
been anointed by God. Free speech, freedom of association and the right to organize are
non-existent. There is no free press, no open and organized civil society or free political
parties. Radio and television are government owned and controlled. Elections are nothing
but a sham — controlled by the establishment under the ultimate direction of the so called
Supreme Religious Guide. Candidates are hand picked by the regime. Even then, the media
are not open to all candidates on equal footing. From the regime’s point of view elections
serve a two-fold purpose — 1) To legitimize the Supreme Leader and the Islamic Republic
System and 2) To showcase a make-believe “democracy” for the outside world.

To date the mullah regime has killed more than 120,000 of its opponents and has
jailed over four million for some period of time — without any due process. Torture and
mistreatment is prevalent in all prisons. A system of Apartheid has been instituted against
Iranian women as well as religious minorities. Each year over 50,000 women commit suicide.
Iran's population of 70 million is nearly double what it was in 1979. The Iranian economy
has been constantly on the decline. Today around 50% of the population lives bellow the
poverty line. Unemployment is over 25%. Despair and discontent is so widespread that there
are over 5,000,000 drug addicts and the regime has been successful systematically providing
mind altering drugs to distract young people from the harsh realities of life under the
mullahs. Annual inflation is estimated at over 25%. Per capita income is at $2400, the same
as it was twenty-eight years ago, when the price of oil was less than $20 per barrel and the
cost of living was less than 1/80™ of what it is today. The living standard and disparity of
income between the rich — which is made-up of mostly the ruling mullahs, their relatives and
associates — and the poor, in whose name the revolution occurred, has skyrocketed since
1979.

The Tehran clerics have managed to cling to power by force, torture-chambers, lies,
religious fanaticism, intimidation, war, deception, manipulation and favoritism. Today their
power is shaky because they have a 28-year track-record of corrupt totalitarian rule and the
overwhelming majority of the Iranian people know them for who they truly are and what
they stand for. More than 70% of Iran’s population is currently under the age of 30. These
young people desperately aspire for freedom, jobs, human rights, better education, economic
opportunities, modernity and a better life - all of which the mullahs are incapable of
delivering.
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The Iranian people clearly recognize that the Islamic Republic as a system -
irrespective of whether the leadership is labeled in the west as “moderates” or “hardliners” —
has lost all credibility at home and retains power only through the sheer force of terror.
While the youth of Iran are demanding “Freedom Now!” the new President of Iran,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is shouting “Freedom? Never!” Thus, there is a big crisis of
legitimacy in the country and Iranians today entertain no hope for reform from within the
existing repressive system and are rather looking beyond it and striving for a regime change.
The Institute for Democracy’s recent polls, sampling in every Tehran neighborhood, suggest
that 80% of Tehran’s over 14 million residents have lost faith in the Islamic Republic. That
would in fact hold true for the entire country.

To be clear, our people’s struggle today is not against Islam. It is against a totalitarian
regime which is using religion as a political tool. It is against a certain reading of Islam which
Is not tolerant, which is not loving, forgiving and merciful but is rather spiteful and blind
against modernity and equality. This is the Islam that believes in the division of world into
two realms. The realm of peace (DAR-AL-SOLH), consisting of all Muslim countries and
the realm of war (DAR-AL-HARB) which describes the state of relations between the
Muslim and the non-Muslim world. Militant Islamic fundamentalism, which has resorted to
international terrorism for the attainment of its goals, has in fact made Islam the first victim
of its crimes. This militant religious fundamentalism is the major reason for the prevailing
backwardness, discrimination and mass poverty in Iran. The good news is that Islam’s John
Calvins and Martin Luthers are on the rise in Iran and in other Muslim countries. Their
voices are being heard. We need to get to know and support them. As Mona Eltahawy, an
Egyptian writer living in the United States writes: "religious freedom in America had
influenced the Catholic Church — American Jewish friends have told me how their faith has
evolved in America and given birth to Reconstructionist movements." Today nearly 40
million Muslims live in western democracies and around one hundred million in democratic
India. Muslims in these countries, particularly in the United States, have the opportunity to
lead the way.

Since coming to power in the name of Islam in 1979, the clerical regime has grossly
violated the basic rights and freedoms of the Iranian people and has repeatedly been
recognized in this regard by the United Nations as well as non-governmental international
human rights organizations. Time and again it has been caught for acts of terrorism abroad
and for trying to export its revolution to other countries. The clerical regime uses terror as
an instrument of both domestic as well as its foreign policies. Iran under the mullahs has in
fact been subverted into the epicenter of international terrorist support. In most cases the
regime has engaged in deniable terrorist acts, which they have mastered largely by their skills
In using proxies — primarily nationals of other countries. Their most direct means of
involvement in this regard is providing sophisticated training, including ideological,
operational, logistical and financial support as well as providing safe haven and safe passage
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in and out of Iran. The Tehran rulers support terrorist activities in numerous ways, including
the teaching of radical militant ideology and inspirational encouragement and propaganda
that incite martyrdom and violence.

From inception, the regime has declared that its sacred duty is to create chaos and
bloodshed in the quote “infidel world”. It is the primary instigator of Anti-American and
Anti-lsraeli hatred throughout the world. In Iraq and Afghanistan, right from the start and
contrary to their declarations, the Iranian regime has pursued its terrorist policies and has
stood against the United States and coalition forces fearing that the success of a
representative model in those countries would ultimately undermine its theocracy.

Shortly after he became President, in late 2005, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in a speech
said: “Is there art that is more beautiful, more divine and more eternal than the art of
martyrdom? A nation with martyrdom knows no captivity. Those who wish to undermine
this principle undermine the foundations of our independence and national security. They
undermine the foundation of our eternity.” In 2001 Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, the former
so called “moderate” President of Iran, who presently heads the influential Expediency
Council declared “If one day, the world of Islam comes to possess the weapons currently in
Israel’s possession — on that day this method of global arrogance would come to an end.
This is because the use of a nuclear bomb in Israel will leave nothing on the ground there
whereas its use against us will only damage a small part of the world of Islam.” In fact, the
decision to acquire a nuclear “surge capacity” was taken 17 years ago, during Rafsanjani’s
presidency, but it was accelerated in 2003 after the demise of Saddam’s regime during
Mohammad Khatami’s presidency.

Iran’s national security requirements, as defined by the mullah regime, in fact begin
with ensuring regime continuity and survivability at any cost - including the aggressive
pursuit of nuclear weapons. Today, the mullah regime is rapidly developing nuclear weapons
in the hope of ultimately insuring the regime’s survival. Just the thought of a bunch of
apocalyptic madmen like the ruling clique in Iran getting the chance to put their fingers on
the nuclear button should terribly frighten all civilized people. The top leadership of the
Islamic Republic ardently believes that once the Bush Administration’s term is over, their
successors will revert back to the traditional U.S. policy of coping, appeasing and “waving a
big stick without using it”. Hence, the mullah regime believes that all they need to do in the
meantime is to play along with the Europeans and keep them happy with the prospect of
continued negotiations and keep the Russians and Chinese involved with the promises of
lucrative deals.

The terrorist regime in Iran has gotten bold and prevailed throughout these years due
to divisions and the ineffective and inconsistent policies of the western democracies as well
as the United Nations, who have put more stock in the mullah regime’s words and deceitful
promises than in its deeds. By so doing, in general, the western democracies have pursued a
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short sighted policy of near term economic gain at the expense of long-term human,
economic and political disaster. Today Ladies and Gentlemen, the question is, can the world
afford for such a rogue regime to obtain nuclear capabilities and the means of its delivery?

Despite the regime’s notorious and devious track-record, for years wishful thinkers in
the West have claimed that there are “moderates” within the mullah leadership, and that Iran
Is experiencing a gradual process of internal change that will eventually produce a
government more responsive toward the wishes of its people and more responsible in its
international relations. As a result, throughout the past twenty-eight years, we have witnessed
a range of ineffective and failed policies pursued by western democracies including the
United States — the broad menu of which has included containment, dual containment,
differentiated containment, critical dialogue, authoritative dialogue, appeasement and
engagement with the ruling mullahs. Ironically, some western policy-makers are still
advocating appeasement and want to give the ruling mullahs the benefit of the doubt. It is
precisely this lack of consistency and fortitude that has unfortunately played right into the
hands of the ruling clique in Iran and strengthened their strategy. This has repeatedly been
proven throughout the years when the mullahs have become emboldened by half-hearted
attempts by the international community to confront them on their crimes, some of which
include the 1979 US Embassy hostage taking, the US Marines and French military barracks
and the US and French Embassy bombings in Beirut, the taking of American and European
hostages in Lebanon and the Al-Khobar Tower bombings in Saudi Arabia.

Based on their true nature, the ruling mullahs today will undoubtedly continue to do
everything in their power to prevent Iraq from becoming stable and successful, or for that
matter Afghanistan and Lebanon. They will also continue to obstruct the realization of an
Arab-Israeli Peace Accord. In these regards, the mullah regime can afford to be patient, and
continue exactly what it has been doing — instigate violence, create instability and exploit the
weaknesses of others, including the United States — particularly during US election cycles.
Given the ruling mullahs’ deceitful nature and track record (practice of Taghiyeh) any agreement
ever reached concerning the nuclear issue or stability in Irag, Afghanistan and Lebanon
would not be worth the paper it is printed on. So for those who believe that the international
community should continue to just cope with the mullah regime — | say your shortsighted
policy today will prove to bring disaster tomorrow. | would also add that at this juncture in
history, the civilized world no longer has the luxury of time to continue to test a failed policy
of appeasement, thereby delaying a systematic and effective policy on Iran which needs to go
beyond just rhetoric.

Today, there is no better option vis-a-vis the global danger that the regime in Iran
poses for international peace and security but to come to the support of those Iranians
struggling for a free and democratic Iran. The interests of the western democracies demand
that the European Union and the United States speak with one voice on the issue of Iran.
Presently nuclear deliberations with the mullah regime are taking place with a demographic
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time-bomb ticking in the background. Over 55% of the Iranian population is under the age
of 20. The mullah regime knows that the principle threat to its survivability comes from
Increasing popular discontent especially by the youth of Iran at home. They are well aware
that under the prevailing socio-economic and political conditions, Iran's expanding young
population is becoming ever more restless by the day.

Despite the limited western media reports, there is a vibrant and expanding —
although at times underground — homegrown freedom and human rights movement in Iran
which needs outside recognition, support and encouragement. On a daily basis, the Iranian
people are courageously defying the brutality of the ruling mullahs by expressing their
legitimate demands through a campaign of civil disobedience and political defiance. A well-
planned and unified policy of western support, led by the United States, for this non-violent
home-grown freedom movement can significantly expedite its ultimate success. Such a
policy should include providing the necessary material, logistical and financial support to
further empower the Iranian people. In this process, it is critical to always remember that no
matter how much the Iranian people may oppose the repressive and corrupt mullah regime,
the one thing that would unify them behind the regime would be foreign military aggression
and/or the support for secessionist movements in Iran. These two options would indeed be
unwise and unfortunate, and would likely only serve to prolong the survival of the regime
and thereby extend the sufferings of the Iranian people and continue the dangers the regime
poses to the civilized world.

In conclusion, Ladies and Gentlemen, in order for the world community to avoid
being confronted with only two bad alternatives: a nuclear Islamic Republic of Iran or the
military option, it is high time for the United States to take the lead in formulating a real
sustained policy of all out support for the homegrown freedom movement in Iran. Such a
policy should proactively and resolutely support the Iranian people in their quest for
freedom and representative government. It should go way beyond just rhetoric. It must not
become a partisan matter in U.S. politics. To be successful, this policy should be formulated
as quickly as possible for the civilized world no longer has the luxury of time to effectively
deal with the mullah regime in Iran.

The victory of the advocates of freedom in Iran would significantly contribute to the
success of the war on terrorism, to the Palestinian-Israeli peace process and stability in the
Persian Gulf region, as well as the ultimate defeat of militant Islamic fundamentalism.

Thank you.
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