PRESS RELEASE

International Moral Court Convenes in Paris Today 

To Investigate Iranian Regime

PARIS, Sept. 23 – An International Moral Court, Paris Tribunal, initiated by the Iranian Action Committee, will begin three days of deliberations in Paris today and will bring together an unprecedented group of prominent legal experts, scholars, diplomats and human rights advocates to hear witnesses, document and investigate the clerical regime of Iran on its crimes against humanity.

The Paris Tribunal is a creation and product of the Committee to Pursue the International Crimes of the Islamic Republic of Iran (www.iricrimes.org), which is composed of 38 Iranian human rights advocates inside Iran and 27 outside Iran. The Committee is made up of Iranians of all political views and professional orientations who believe in freedom, democracy, civil society, pluralism and separation of mosque and state. Its funding comes exclusively from contributions of Iranians at home and abroad.

Members of the Paris Tribunal, Moral Court, who will hear these witnesses, are individuals from nine different countries with impeccable international respectability with authority on matters of human rights, international law and public diplomacy. The President of the Court is Professor Erik Suy, a Belgian national, who was former Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations in charge of the Department of Legal Affairs and former Head of the European Office of the United Nations in Geneva. At the conclusion of its three day initial session, the Paris Tribunal will report its findings and recommendations to the international community. 
According to Dr. Manouchehr Ganji, the founding organizer of the Committee who himself was a former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights, the Paris Tribunal will document for the international community the Islamic Republic's serial and systematic abuse of human rights against the Iranian people and the regime’s terrorist nature and activities. 

“By hearing from the immediate families of those killed and from many tortured victims of the Iranian Regime,  the Paris Tribunal will attempt to arouse the global conscience and seek to shame governments and multinationals into taking actions in support, and not against, the people of Iran," said Dr. Ganji.


In judicious and impartial performance of its function, the Paris Tribunal has formally delivered an invitation to the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in Paris, to send official representatives to also take part in its deliberations.

The Paris Tribunal will be seated between September 23-25, 2004 at the Paris Hilton La Défense.
For further information please contact 01-336-1280-7992, IMConIran@aol.com or visit www.iricrimes.org.

  - End -

